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ceived in regard to this, ostendam illi quanta hic opor-
teat pro nomine Jesu pati. 'True, the two who came
last, Fathers Mercier and Pijart, had no such trouble
in their journey as those of us who came here the
year before. They did not paddle, their men were
not sick, as ours were; they had not to bear the
heavy loads. Yet notwithstanding [60] this, easy as
may be a trip with the Savages, there is always
enough to greatly cast down a heart not well under
subjection. The readiness of the Savages does not
shorten the road, does not smooth down the rocks,
does not remove the dangers. Be with whom you
like, you must expect to be, at least, three or four
weeks on the way, to have as companions persons
you have never seen before; to be cramped in a bark
Canoe in an uncomfortable position, not being free
to turn yourself to one side or the other; in danger
fifty times a day of being upset or of being dashed
upon the rocks. During the day, the Sun burns
you; during the night, you run the risk of being a
prey to Mosquitoes. You sometimes ascend five or
six rapids in a day; and, in the evening, the only re-
freshment is a little corn crushed between two stones
and cooked in fine clear water; the only bed is the
earth, sometimes only the rough, uneven rocks, and
usually no roof but the stars; and all this in perpet-
ual silence. If you are accidentally hurt, if you fall
sick, do not expect from these Barbarians any assist-
ance, [61] for whence could they obtain it? And if
the sickness is dangerous, and if you are remote from
the villages, which are here very scattered, I would
not like to guarantee that they would not abandon
you, if you could not make shift to follow them.
When you reach the Hurons, you will indeed find



